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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 15-19, 22-30 and 33-36 are pending in tliis application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 15-19, 22-30 and 33-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ward et al (US 2007/0186240) in view of Harada et al (US 5,721,583) and Waki et al (US 7,194,758). 

Regarding Claims 15 and 26, Ward discloses a user interface generator and 
corresponding method comprising: 

a memory configured to store user attributes of registered users in relation to 
identifications of the registered users (Para 288-290); 

a instruction receiver configured to receive instructions from a remote control which 
request execution of performances by an appliance, wherein the instruction contains an 
identification of the instructing user (Para 289-290; individualized remote contains an 
identification of the instructing user); 

an attribute locator responsive to the instruction from the remote control to search the 
memory for user attributes of the instructing user to locate user attributes of the instructing user, 
using the identification of the instructing user contained in the instruction (Para 289; individualized 
remote with identification of the instructing user to locate user attribute); 

an option selector configured to determine, based on at least one of the located user 
attributes and the identifications of the instructing users, different operational options available to 
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the instructing users from among operational options selectable in connection witti execution of 
the performances (Para 302); and 

an object generator configured to generate different objects for the instructing users 
which show only the available operational options for the instructing users (Para 303). 

Ward discloses the EPG is capable of distinguishing between individual viewers and 
develops individualized profiles. For instance, in one embodiment, each viewer has an individual 
PIN or other identification number (Para 289). However, Ward does not specifically disclose a 
mobile phone as the remote control and transmitting attribute of identified instructing user stored 
in the mobile phone to the instructing receiver if user attributes are not registered in the memory 
and register the user attributes from the mobile phone in the memory. 

In an analogous art, Harada discloses registering a remote control to a terminal controller 
by transmitting attribute of identified instructing user stored in the remote control to the terminal 
controller as an authorized user (Col 27 lines 28-39); Waki further discloses a remote control can 
be substituted with a mobile phone (FIG.1, elements 203, 204; Col 13 lines 49-55). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Ward's system to include a mobile phone as the remote control 
and transmitting attribute of identified instructing user stored in the mobile phone to the instructing 
receiver, as taught by Harada and Waki to provide additional privacy security for the user (Harada 
Col 25 lines 23-38) while enjoying the convenience of using personal mobile phone as an 
alternative remote control to perform many additional functions. 

Harada in view of Waki teaches a mobile phone can be substituted for a personal remote 
control and be registered to a control station with personal attributes (Col 27 lines 28-39) but is 
not explicit about the registration is responsive to a failure by the attribute locator to find the user 
attributes of the instructing user in the memory. 

Official Notice is taken that it is well known in the art that a system will prompt to a user to 
enter correct personal information such as user identification or register as a new user when the 
user fails to login the system. 
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Therefore, a person of ordinary sl<ill in tlie art would liave liad good reason to pursue the 
l<nown options of prompting the mobile phone as a personal remote to register to a control station 
so personal information can be recorded for the first time. It would require no more than "ordinary 
skill and common sense" to request for registration when the mobile phone, used as personal 
remote control, is first time being used. 

Regarding Claims 16 and 27, Ward further discloses the user attributes include user's 
favorites (Para 288). 

Regarding Claims 17 and 28, Ward further discloses each operational option is 
associated with at least one attribute, and the option selector compares the at least one attribute 
associated with a respective operational option with the user attributes of an instructing user to 
see if any of the respective operational options is available to the instructing user (Para 302; use 
user attribute to look for favorite programs for the user). 

Regarding Claims 18 and 29, Ward further discloses an identification of a user identifies 
the user (Para 289). 

Regarding Claims 19 and 30, Waki further discloses user attributes of a user is updatable 
by the user (Para 288). 

Regarding Claims 22, 23, 33 and 34, Ward further discloses the user interface generator 
is incorporated in the appliance, wherein the appliance comprising a set-top box configured to 
receive broadcast programs from broadcast stations (Para 42; EPG is inherently used in a set-top 
box). 
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Regarding Claims 24 and 35, Ward further discloses the performances comprising at 
least one real-time viewing of a broadcast program (FIG.1; EPG includes one real-time viewing of 
a broadcast program). 

Regarding Claims 25 and 36, Ward further discloses the operational options selectable in 
connection with execution of the performances comprise options to viewable broadcast programs 
(FIG.1, element 44), options to recordable broadcast programs (FIG.1, element 46), options to 
playback-able broadcast programs (Para 142). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 15-19, 22-30 and 33-36 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Claims 15-19, 22-30 and 33-36 are rejected. 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of 
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Correspondence Information 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie examiner sliould 
be directed to FRED PENG whose telephone number is (571)270-1 147. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday-Friday 09:30-19:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Joseph Hirl can be reached on (571 ) 272-3685. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

Fhp 



/Joseph P. Hirl/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2426 
October 17, 2009 



